 TOWN OF FIFIELD REGULAR BOARD MEETING

MINUTES OF December 18, 2008

ROLL CALL:  Meeting was brought to order on December 18, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fifield Town Hall.  Present:  D. Noetzel, J. Wierzba, J. Hintz, S. Putnam and 10 others.

MINUTES:  Motion (Wierzba, Hintz) to accept the minutes of December 4, 2008.  Motion approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  The treasurer’s report and financial statements for November, 2008 were presented to and accepted by the board.  The clerk noted that the town received in December a check for $23,309.40 representing an additional federal payment in lieu of taxes on national forest land within the boundaries of the township.  This additional payment was authorized by the recently enacted Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008.    
TOWN CREW REPORT: T. Fleming reported that the grader has been worked on and the problem with the wear pattern on the gear seems to be fixed, the crew has plowed snow three times since the last meeting, a Diamond model brusher has been rented from Aring Equipment and they will be giving the town 3 extra days on the month lease because of the holidays. 
SIGN WIPFLI LETTER OF ENGAGEMENT FOR 2008 AUDIT:  Motion (Wierzba, Hintz) to sign Wipfli letter of engagement for the 2008 audit.  Motion approved. 
DISCUSS EYESORES & HAZARDS PLAN:  Discussion of the plan included input from members of the Fifield Community Action Plan committee.  They would like the plan to include a feedback procedure for keeping the public informed on the status of any matters being addressed under the plan.  In regard to the current L. Baars matter, they requested the Chairman to update them on the issues of soil contamination, the amount being charged, the terminology of the court order, provide a copy of the court order, the time frame for repayment, and the consequences if not repaid.  D. Noetzel stated he will also get a legal opinion from the town’s attorney on parking a semi & trailer on the road.  Another suggestion was that the crew be in charge of filing complaints under the plan.  No action was taken by the board.  FCAP will review the plan and bring back recommendations to the board at a later date. 
DISCUSS FIRE DEPARTMENT BY LAWS:  Board reviewed and amended the bylaws.  Clerk will make the changes and the bylaws will be brought back to the board for consideration at their next meeting.
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE UPDATE:  J. Wierzba reported that Sheldon Johnson of NWRPC was in attendance at their meeting.  They have finished up on the transportation element of the plan and are now working on the economic element.  They may have to meet more than once a month to accomplish this.  Also more than one public hearing may be held, in order to address several elements at a time instead of all at once.
ACCESS PERMITS:  None.
CITIZENS CONCERNS:  The Park Falls Herald article on the letter written to Price County Zoning by the Severts requesting a review of the decision to issue a conditional use permit to the Durand Company was discussed.  T. Nicholls, representing FCAP, presented $144.10 to the town to help cover the cost of electricity for the event sign and postage for the DVDs.
CORRESPONDENCE:   Correspondence included a FABCO flyer, Price Electric Cooperative notice of a scheduled power outage for December 22nd, WisDOT’s notice of public information meetings scheduled to seek public comment on the connections 2030 long-range transportation plan, and UW-Extension WisLine Teleconference Series 2009 brochure.  The clerk reported on a phone call from D. Gustafson, S E H, to inform the board that the Sailor Creek Bridge reconstruction project has been pushed back.  This will require the county to reapply for aide in the next cycle period.  
Review Invoices:  Motion (Wierzba, Hintz) to accept invoices for payment.  Motion approved.
Adjourn:  Motion at 8:35 p.m. (Hintz, Wierzba) to adjourn.  Motion approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Sally L. Putnam, Clerk 

