
Fifield Sanitary District Commission Meeting Minutes 
of Wednesday, June 10, 2009
Present:  B Felch, D Pritzl, D Dunakin, D Ocker, T Fleming, C Kawleski, and Stan Charron, our engineer from MSA.  The following 6 members of the public were in attendance for the sewer extension project portion of the meeting: D Rand, J Dolence, L Patterson, D Haase, and N Dieter and M Dieter representing D Peters.
The meeting was called to order at 6 pm on Wednesday, June 10 at the Fifield Town Hall.  The agenda for the meeting was posted in 3 locations at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

Minutes:  Motion was made to approve the minutes of the May 13 regular meeting as presented (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved.  
Operator's Report:  Ocker reported changing several water meters due to worn out readers.  He obtained an estimate for cleaning of the sewer mains and manholes at a rate of 70 cents per foot plus a $600.00 setup fee.  The company’s pricing is based on being able to service several sanitary districts in this area to cut down on travel expense.  This estimate is in the ballpark of what the district paid several years ago for sewer cleaning.  The Board tentatively approved proceeding, pending written price confirmation.  Meters are due to be read at the end of this month.
Financial Report:  As of 5/29/09, the balance in the general checking account was $246,642.36.  The balance in the CD accounts remains $210,918.52.  Motion was made to accept the financial report as presented (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved.  
PSC’s Interpretation of Billing for Minimum Charges:  Stan Charron suggested checking the original docket issued by the PSC when the water district was created to see if they approved a “standby” charge.  This item is tabled until original documents can be researched.

Upcoming Consumer Confidence Report:  2008 water test results need to be downloaded from the DNR’s website to finish the project.  Mailing should be done in the next 2 weeks.

Emergency Plan Review:  Table of Contents showing which sections will be revised was distributed.  No other changes were proposed.  Clerk will finish the typing on those sections for the July meeting.

Well Permit Renewals:   Permits for accounts 18 and 77 were reviewed and approved.

Progress on Projects:   Clerk stated she met with Lisa from Wipfli regarding performing conversion from cash basis to accrual basis for the annual audit.  Kawleski will be making some of the entries prior to the audit from this audit year forward.  Wipfli will continue to do some of the conversion as part of the audit process.
MSA:  Preliminary Information Regarding Possible Sewer Extension:  The possibility of extending the sewer district on West Central, Balsam, and Walnut Streets has been previously discussed.  The purpose of this meeting is to provide cost and construction information and obtain opinions from customers in the proposed extension areas.  This agenda item opened with Stan Charron introducing himself.  Using an overhead projector, he identified the proposed extension areas on an aerial map.  Design diagrams of the proposed grinder pumps themselves and a schematic of how they would 
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hook up to a home were also presented.  Simply put, the proposal is for a low pressure sewer system utilizing a 2” pressure pipe in the street.  An individual grinder pump, containing check valves and shut off valves, would be installed at each residence.  A 100’ pipeline extending from the grinder pump tank would pump out into the main pressure line in the street.  The initial estimate for each grinder pump unit would be approximately $12,000.00. The possibility of the Sanitary District purchasing the pumps vs. the homeowner purchasing the pumps was discussed. Preliminary projection for cost of the extension project on West Central and Balsam Street is around $285,000.00.  Mr. Charron stated several options may be available for financing for the Sanitary District’s construction costs.  These range from grants to low interest loans.  Financial assistance for the homeowner may be available in the form of grants or loans and would be based on individual financial circumstances.  In most cases, funds are available for low to moderate income households and require an application and financial review.   Those in attendance had questions about financing, logistics of where the grinder pumps are placed on the property, and whether studies reflect a population increase after a sewer system or system extension is put in.  

A total of 18 customers were mailed letters notifying them of the proposed extension project and inviting them to attend tonight’s meeting.  Of those 18 customers, 5 were in attendance or represented at this meeting.  Letters were submitted by 2 other customers reflecting their opinion of the project; 1 customer relayed a verbal response to President Felch.  Of the 8 customers who expressed their opinion about the proposed project, 5 were in favor of hooking up to a sewer extension and 3 were against hooking up to a sewer extension.  

Because the cost of the extension is substantial, it is extremely important that every customer in the extension areas express their opinion and be part of the decision making process.  It is important to understand that there will be cost to each customer if the extension in installed.  Just the initial phase of this project to date has incurred expense for the District.  Before incurring more cost, and before making any decision about proceeding with or ending the project, the Board wants to get input from all 18 customers who will potentially be affected.  The Clerk was instructed to contact the customers who have not expressed their opinion yet.  Stan Charron stated he would be happy to answer any questions customers may have.  This topic will be placed on the July 8 agenda.
Correspondence:  E-newsletters from WRWA and an article on NR code revisions were distributed.
Other Business:  No other business was discussed.
Invoices:  Invoices were reviewed, and checks 3765 through 3787 were signed.   One invoice was received after the May meeting, and check #3764 was signed on 6/1/09 to process that invoice timely.
Next Meeting:  Next regular meeting will be held on WEDNESDAY, July 8, 2009 at 6 pm at the Fifield Town Hall.
Adjournment:  Motion was made to adjourn at 8:15 pm (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved.

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy L. Kawleski, Clerk/Treasurer


