TOWN OF FIFIELD REGULAR BOARD MEETING

MINUTES OF October 1, 2009
ROLL CALL:  Meeting was brought to order on October 1, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. at the Fifield Town Hall.  Present:  D. Noetzel, J. Hintz, L. DeRemer, S. Putnam and 5 others.  
MINUTES:  Motion (Hintz, DeRemer) to accept the minutes of September 17, 2009 meeting.  Motion approved.  
TOWN CREW REPORT: T. Fleming reported that the crew has finished the ditch work on Shady Knoll Road, American Asphalt will be coming next week to pulverize, asked for and the board approved the crew working two more weeks of 4 – 10 hour days, and asked for and received permission to tightened the bolts on the Springstead Creek Bridge because the Forest Service hasn’t done it.  Fleming also presented prices for a tractor and mower, lowest price being $103,200 for a JD 6420 with an Alamo mower, which the board doesn’t feel can be purchased in 2010 because of budget restraints.  It was suggested that sharing a mower with neighboring towns or purchasing a used mower be looked into.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  W. Felch, Fire Dept. #1 reported the department received a couple of fire calls, approximately 20 people are attending the Firefighter One class at the fire hall, he is waiting on responses to his Georgia Pacific and FEMA grant applications, and an old house was burned on Saturday.  T. Mantor, Fire Dept. #2 reported that activity was quiet, the school frequencies are being put on 3 mobile and 3 portable radios, and they are in the process of changing generators.  The clerk reported that Lynn from the Price County Sheriff’s Dept. said that the dedicated fax line that each department has (costing approximately $45/mo each) is not required and is not being consistently used by the county.  The clerk was instructed to contact Centurytel to discontinue the additional lines. 
LET BIDS FOR SALE OF FIRE DEPT #2 GENERATOR:  Motion (DeRemer, Hintz) to advertise for bids for the sale of the Generac generator with a minimum bid of $1,500 and bid opening to be held the first meeting in November, 2009.  Motion approved.

SET DATE FOR COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE:  L. DeRemer announced that the Town of Fifield Plan Commission has scheduled their public open house for October 22, 2009 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at the Fifield Town Hall.  
AMEND 2009 BUDGET:  Motion (Hintz, DeRemer) to amend the 2009 budget to increase Intergovernmental Revenue $93,250 and increase expenditures for Legal Expense $2,000, General Administrative $3,000, Highway & Street Maintenance $10,000, Highway and Street Construction $41,000, Conservation and Economic Development $10,750, General Building Capital Outlay $2,000, Other Government Capital Outlay $500, Fire Protection Capital Outlay $20,000 and Principal Debt Service $4,000 for a total expenditure increase of $93,250.  Roll call vote:  DeRemer – aye, Hintz – aye, Noetzel – aye.   Motion approved.

BUDGET REVIEW:  The budget was reviewed and changes discussed.  The tax levy is not being increased.  The final draft will be presented at the next meeting with the Public Hearing and Special Town Meeting on the budget scheduled for November 5, 2009.
ANNOUNCE PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING – SAILOR CREEK BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT:  The informational meeting has been scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on October 15, 2009 at the Pike Lake Fire Hall.
DRIVEWAY ACCESS PERMITS:  None
CITIZENS CONCERNS:  T. Mantor informed the board that he will be getting rid of the rental LP tank from Lakes Propane.  Rusk County will bury an LP line under the blacktop and asked that a patch be laid over the line next year when Shady Knoll Road is blacktopped.  
MOTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO SECTION 19.85(1)(e) OF WI STATUTES TO DISCUSS BARGAINING OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF OPERATING ENGINEERS COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT INITIAL PROPOSAL:  Motion (DeRemer, Hintz) to go into 
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closed session pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(e) of WI Statutes to discuss bargaining of the International Union of Operating Engineers Collective Bargaining Agreement initial proposal.  Roll call vote:  DeRemer – aye, Hintz – aye, Noetzel – aye.  Motion approved.  

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION:  The meeting was reconvened into open session at 10:35 p.m.
DISCUSS SETTING DATES FOR NEGOTIATION WITH THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF OPERATING ENGINEERS:  Negotiations were set for 5:30 p.m. on October 15, 2009 at the Pike Lake Fire Hall.
CORRESPONDENCE:  Correspondence included copies of the management consultant’s comments on S E H’s draft Design Study Report (DSR), the signed DSR, and the stamped DSR cover sheet, and WTA’s memo promoting their 2009 WTA Convention.
Review Invoices:  Motion (DeRemer, Hintz) to accept invoices for payment.  Motion approved.
Adjourn:  Motion at 10:45 p.m. (DeRemer, Hintz) to adjourn.  Motion approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Sally L. Putnam, Clerk 

