TOWN OF FIFIELD REGULAR BOARD MEETING

MINUTES OF February 4, 2010
ROLL CALL:  Meeting was brought to order on February 4, 2010 at 7:15 p.m. at the Fifield Town Hall.  Present:  D. Noetzel, J. Hintz, S. Putnam and 26 others.
MINUTES:  Motion (Hintz, Noetzel) to accept the minutes of January 21, 2010 Regular Board meeting.  Motion approved.  
DISCUSS ASSESSOR CONTRACT AND SOLICITING QUOTES:  J. Muelver presented each board member with a package of information that included information about Peterson Appraisals, Inc., examples of the work they provide under their contract with the town, an example of their three year contract, J. Muelver’s resume, and letters of recommendation from several towns that Peterson Appraisals Inc. services, The clerk was directed to draft a list of criteria, based on the current assessing services provided which J. Muelver will review for accuracy, to use when soliciting quotes in May, 2010..   

DISCUSS PARK FALLS POOL FUNDING REQUEST:  D. Kronberger-Oswald presented the board with a brochure titled “Community Fundraiser for the Park Falls Community Pool – 2010 Repairs & Renovations” and asked the board to consider making a contribution.  The board asked that G. Palecek, Pool Manager, be present at the March 4, 2010 regular board meeting at which time the board will consider the request for a donation.

DISCUSS LAC DU FLAMBEAU TRIBAL PLANNING DEPARTMENT – ROADS INVENTORY REQUEST:  Len Fralick of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians is looking to include 3.9 miles of Twin Lakes Road in the Town of Fifield to their road inventory.  By signing the “Acknowledgement of Public Authority Responsibility (APAR)”, for 3.9 miles of Twin Lakes Road, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, when and if adequate funding for improvements becomes available, could become an approved project for the TRIBE.  Motion (Hintz, Noetzel) to authorize the Chairman to sign the APAR for 3.9 miles of Twin Lakes Road in the Town of Fifield.  Motion approved.  The board asked and L. Fralick will check to see if part of Shady Knoll Road north of Twin Lakes Road could also be included in their road inventory and also be eligible for possible funding of improvement projects.
TOWN CREW REPORT: T. Fleming reported that a problem with the radiator on the front end loader has been fixed, it is time to run the yearly road posting notice in the paper which the clerk will do twice in the month of February, a port-a-potty for the Fifield Transfer Site has been found for the cost of $400 including one year of chemicals, Lulich Implement would like a meeting with the board to discuss brush mowers, and the crew has used a lot of sand so far this year because of the weather conditions.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  W. Felch, Fire Dept. #1 reported that the State is moving up compliance for digital radios and sirens to 2011 which means he made have to replace the siren, 18 of the radios are complaint but he is in need of 10 more, he will be changing the number of the tanker from Pike Lake to #242, and firemen will be attending classes in Kennan on Saturday and also in Merrill.  Area fire departments were contact regarding coverage because of the shortage of firemen at that time.  T. Mantor, Fire Dept. #2 reported nine of his radios are compliant but he will need 15 more, he will contact Motorola and is hoping their siren is compliant, and his department boxed up and donated old uniforms and air packs to the International Fire Relief Mission.  Fire Dept #1 will also be making a donation.  
LET BIDS FOR BLACKTOPPING PROJECTS FOR 2010:  Motion (Noetzel, Hintz) to let bids for the blacktopping of approximately 1.3 miles of Shady Knoll Road from the Fish Trap Bridge to Springstead Creek and .1 miles of Twin Lakes Road with bid opening to be at the March 18, 2010 regular board meeting.  Motion approved.  T. Fleming noted that the Forest Service does not want the Springstead Creek Bridge blacktopped and that they will be re-decking it in about five years.  
SIGN QUIT CLAIM DEED, WI RE TRANSFER RETURN SUMMARY AND RESOLUTOIN TRANSFERRING LOTS TO PCHS:  Motion (Hintz, Noetzel) to sign the Quit Claim Deed, WI Real Estate Transfer Return Summary and Resolution Transferring Lots to the Price County Historical Society.  Motion approved.  
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DISCUSS WI DEPART OF COMMERCE STATE ORDER CONCERNING ABANDONED FUEL TANK AT W7179 BALSAM:  D. Noetzel spoke with Atty. B. Marshall regarding the state order issued to Ron Ernst Lumber and the Town of Fifield to remove an abandoned underground storage tank at W7179 Balsam St.  Motion (Hintz, Noetzel) to authorize the Chairman to sign the document prepared by Atty. Marshall to deal with the state order.  Motion approved.  
DISCUSS COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT 2010-2012:  D. Noetzel updated the board on several conversations with R. Paltrow, Union Rep, finally telling him to have their attorney talk with the town’s attorney.  R. Paltrow said he has filed the paperwork for a request for mediation with the Wisconsin Employment Relations Commission (WERC).
DISCUSS USE OF TOWN HALL KITCHEN BY THE SENIOR LUNCH GROUP:  The board discussed and has no objections to the use of the kitchen by the senior lunch group for making cookies to sell at their bake sales to raise money to finance prizes for when they play bingo.
DISCUSS LETTER REGARDING FORECLOSURE OF TAX LIENS BY PRICE COUNTY – C. ZARLING:  The board took no action on the letter from Price County Treasurer L. Neeck noting that the C. Zarling property could be redeemed by payment of the taxes in full before March 25, 2010.  Paying the taxes will not give the town an ownership interest in the property.  The town received this letter because they hold three mortgages on the property through the Community Development Block Grant program.   
DISCUSS CERTAINTEED ORGANIC SHINGLES – CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT:  Motion (Noetzel, Hintz) to instruct the clerk to file the Claim Form for settlement in regard to the class action suit against CertainTeed in regard to the CertainTeed Organic Shingles that were installed on the Pike Lake Fire Hall.  Motion approved.  
DISCUSS DISPOSAL OF WOOD ON CEMETERY PROPERTY:  Motion (Hintz, Noetzel) to sell the wood from the cemetery property that was cut while clearing the right-of-way to James Kundinger for $50.00.  Motion approved.  
DRIVEWAY ACCESS PERMITS:  None
CITIZENS CONCERNS:  None
CORRESPONDENCE:  Correspondence included the Forest Service notice for the opportunity to comment on the prescribe fire, mowing and limited hand chainsaw cutting to maintain a short grass condition at the former Vanderveen Buffalo Farm site, telephone call from D. Gustafson, S E H, notifying the town that Larson Construction’s bid of $314,619.00 was accepted for the Sailor Creek Bridge Replacement Project with bids ranging from $314,619 to $439,595.noting S E H’s estimate was $352,934, and Xcel Energy’s notice of 2010 Outdoor Lighting Services Rates.   
Review Invoices:  Motion (Hintz, Noetzel) to accept invoices for payment.  Motion approved.
Adjourn:  Motion at 10:10 p.m. (Hintz, Noetzel) to adjourn.  Motion approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Sally L. Putnam, Clerk 

