
Fifield Sanitary District Commission Meeting Minutes of Wednesday, January 13, 2010
Present: B Felch, D Pritzl, D Dunakin, D Ocker, C Kawleski, and no members of the public.

The meeting was called to order at 6 pm on Wednesday, January 13 at the Fifield Town Hall.  The agenda for the meeting was posted in 3 locations at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

Minutes:  The minutes of the November 11 regular meeting were presented, and a motion was made to approve the minutes as presented (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved.  The minutes of the November 18 special budget meeting were presented, and a motion was made to approve the minutes as presented (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved.  [December meeting was cancelled due to bad weather; consequently, no minutes were presented.]
Operator's Report:  Ocker reported one customer service freeze up with no damage to the meter.  He has not heard on the status of the lift station pump.  He will contact the repair company within a week if he does not hear something.
Financial Report:  As of 11/30/09, the balance in the general checking account was $184,660.21.  The balance in the CD accounts remains $212,724.12.  Motion was made to accept the financial report for November as presented (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved.  As of 12/31/09, the balance in the general checking account was $178,003.76.  Interest in the amount of $3,045.03 has been posted to the CD accounts, resulting in a new balance of $215,769.15.  Motion was made to accept the financial report for December as presented (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved. One of the CDs is scheduled to renew on 1/13/10 at a rate of 2.1%; however, the First National Bank agreed to renew at a higher rate of 2.20%.  The former rate was 3.25%.  Interest rate for the checking account is scheduled to adjust to 1.50% on February 1st.  The former rate was 1.75%
Sewer Extension Project Update:  The “Notice of Intent to Apply” and “Priority Evaluation and Ranking Form” were submitted to the DNR’s Clean Water Fund by the 12/31/09 deadline.  According to Stan Charron from MSA, the state will review our project and rank our project’s priority compared to all other applications received.  We should receive a letter in March notifying us of our ranking “score,” how we fit into the available funding, and whether we qualify for any grant money.  The Clerk requested and received a pre-application packet form Rural Development; she will be working on that in the upcoming couple of weeks.   On a side note, the topic of using existing holding tanks for the grinder pumps was brought up.  However, no policy will be set on this issue until the Board receives financing information and a final decision has been made on whether to go ahead with the extension project.
Well Permit Renewals:   Safe water test results (taken by Ocker), permit fees, and renewal well permit applications were submitted by accounts 82 and 90 and were approved and signed by the Board.
PSC Chart of Accounts:  Review of our chart of accounts compared to the latest PSC version has been completed.  The Clerk will revise our chart of accounts in conjunction with this year’s audit.
Upcoming Annual Audit:  Wipfli’s letter of engagement to contract for this year’s audit, including the cost of $5,500.00 plus direct expense, was approved by the Board and signed by President Felch. 
Possible Revisions of Ordinance 10:   Due to the continued violation of compliance with water test results deadlines by a couple of well permit holders, discussion was held regarding revision of Ordinance 10.  Ordinance 10 covers well abandonment and the rules for maintaining an open well.  
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Suggested revisions include a procedure for automatically dispatching our Operator to collect water samples if the submission deadline is violated, and a fee for charging the customer for this service.  In addition, the five year permit fee of $25.00 has never been raised and no longer covers administrative costs.  Raising the five year permit fee to $50.00 was discussed.  The Clerk will type draft revisions to Ordinance 10 for review at February’s meeting.
Correspondence:  E-newsletters from WRWA were distributed.
Other Business:  No other business was discussed.
Invoices: Invoices were reviewed, and checks 3924 through 3930 were signed.  Check #3892 was signed on 11/18 for timely processing of an invoice.  Checks 3893 through 3914 were signed on 12/9.  Checks 3915 through 3923 were signed on 12/28 to process the last payroll and payroll taxes of the year.
Next Meeting:  Next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 10, 2010, at 6 pm at the Fifield Town Hall.
Adjournment:  Motion was made to adjourn at 6:45 pm (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved.

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy L. Kawleski, Clerk/Treasurer

