
Fifield Sanitary District Commission Meeting Minutes of Wednesday, May 12, 2010
Present: B Felch, D Pritzl, D Dunakin, D Ocker, C Kawleski, and 2 members of the public:  H Neeck and Mike Trombly from Utility Services.
The meeting was called to order at 6 pm on Wednesday, May 12 at the Fifield Town Hall.  The agenda for the meeting was posted in 3 locations at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

Minutes:  The minutes of the April 14 regular meeting were presented, and a motion was made to approve the minutes as presented (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved.  
Operator's Report:  Flushing of mains and hydrants was done on May 7, and no problems were encountered.  The changing of 4 meters has been completed with 1 or 2 still left to be changed.  Reference check was done on one of the companies submitting a quote to clean and inspect the water tower.  That company had cleaned another community’s tower but had not done an inspection.  Reportedly that company did “an okay job.”
Financial Report:  As of 4/30/10, the balance in the general checking account was $188,240.92.  Total interest in the amount of $1,878.57 has been posted to the CD accounts, resulting in an aggregate balance of $217,647.68.  Motion was made to accept the financial report for April as presented (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved.  
H Neeck:  Discuss Possible Hook-Up:  H Neeck was present to explain that he may be looking at hooking his shop building located on Spruce Street up to water and sewer.  Questions arose as to construction options, and Ocker was instructed to check with Stan Charron from MSA.  Neeck was given a hook-up application.  
Sewer Extension Project Update:  David Prochaska from the PSC provided verbal confirmation to Kawleski that water extensions benefiting a select group of people must be paid for by those people, either through customer financing or special assessment.  The “Hardship Financial Assistance Preliminary Calculation Request” has been submitted to the DNR.  The project priority ranking score was available on the internet today; that score is 30.17.  Formal written results are pending.  This score is relatively low compared to other projects and does not put the district in great shape for grants.  Kawleski submitted a written “timeline for a typical project” provided on the DNR’s website.  Regarding the DNR’s CWFP, the next step will be to wait for the outcome of the “Hardship” paperwork.  If “Hardship” consideration is requested by the district, the deadline for submitting the full application is June 30.  (Without the “Hardship” consideration, there is no deadline for the application.)  However, both the DNR and Rural Development require that a formal engineering report be submitted as part of the financial application.  In addition, Rural Development requires copies of audited financials.  Motion was made to proceed with the next step in the financial aid application process, which specifically will require MSA to complete a detailed engineering report (Dunakin/Pritzl.)  Motion approved.
Elk River Septic:  Non-compliance with Established Payment Schedule:  Payments are being received quarterly instead of monthly, as outlined in the agreement between Elk River and the Sanitary District.  Clerk contacted Elk River again and requested immediate payment to get them caught up.  She further stated to Elk River that if their billing/payment system is set up to accommodate only quarterly payments, they would need to contact the Board to change the payment terms.
May 12, 2010

Page 2
Review Annual Audit Results:  Tabled pending receipt of results.
Review Water Tower Inspection Quotes:  Quotes were reviewed.  Mike Trombly from Utility Services was present to answer questions regarding the inspection and cleaning process used by his company.  Motion was made to accept the quote from Utility Services in the amount of $1,750.00 for the cleaning and inspection of the water tower (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Quote was signed by President Felch.  Utility Services will contact Ocker to schedule a date for the work to be done.
Consumer Confidence Report:  Deadline for mailing is June 30.

Clerk’s Request to Increase Insurance Reimbursement:  Premium is scheduled to increase by approximately $50 per month effective July 1, 2010.  Because her deductible has already been met for this calendar year, the Clerk requested that the premium increase be covered.  She will be checking into other deductible amounts and coverage levels available through Security Health Plan.  In addition, she will obtain quotes from other insurance companies.  Motion was made to cover the health insurance premium increase (Dunakin/Pritzl).  Motion approved.
Correspondence:  E-newsletters from WRWA were distributed.
Other Business:  No other business was discussed.
Invoices: Invoices were reviewed, and checks 3983 through 4004 were signed.  Check 3982 was signed on 4/28/10 to ensure timely payment of one invoice.

Next Meeting:  Two Board members will be unavailable for the June meeting date.  Therefore, the next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 14, 2010, at 6 pm at the Fifield Town Hall.  Motion was made to grant Kawleski check-signing authority on behalf of Darlene Dunakin in June to process June payroll and June invoices in a timely manor for the month of June only (Felch/Dunakin).  Motion approved.
Adjournment:  Motion was made to adjourn at 7:30 pm (Pritzl/Dunakin).  Motion approved.

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy L. Kawleski, Clerk/Treasurer

